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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To prevent the generation of the blur of a thin black line by 
deciding the existence of an edge from a density difference between a remarked 
picture element and its adjacent picture element, deciding an image area based 
on the decided result and the collated result of a pattern matching part, 
multiplying a density value by a coefficient, and then executing binarizing 
processing. 

CONSTITUTION: An edge deciding part 51 decides whether the remarked picture 
element is an edge or not based on the density value between the remarked 
picture element in an input image and its peripheral adjacent picture element 
and the pattern matching part 51a collates a shape formed by the output of the 
deciding part 51 with a fixed pattern and outputs a signal ZBL. A selective 
emphasis part 52 generates coefficients corresponding to respective image areas 
decided by these outputs and multiplies the density value of the remarked 
picture element by the coefficient to emphasize the density. A binarizing part 
53 inputs the emphasized density values of respective picture elements and 
executes the binarizing processing of the density value of an input picture 
element by using an error diffusion method and outputs the binarized value from 
an output part 54 as an image. 
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